
 

 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if special assistance is needed to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 
ADA Title II]  
     The Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission is an advisory body to the City Council that 
meets on the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. All meetings are open to the public. Agendas, staff reports, 
and minutes are available for review on the City webpage at www.TorranceCA.gov/Environmental-Quality-
Commission-Agendas-Minutes   
Direct questions or concerns to the Commission Liaison at (310) 618-5912, or individual department head prior 
to submission to the Commission. Parties will be notified if the complaint will be included on a subsequent 
agenda.  
     Members of the public may provide comments related to any items on the meeting agenda. Oral comments 
are limited to one minute per speaker for items on the agenda and limited to one minute per speaker for items 
not on the agenda. Everyone interested in speaking on an agenda item will be heard at the meeting. Speakers 
are asked to come forward to the podium, speak clearly, and provide their name and address for the record. 
Meetings are audio recorded. If presenting handout material to the Environmental Commission, please provide 
10 color copies to staff before speaking. 
      Written comments may be submitted via email to EnvironmentalCommission@torranceca.gov.  Written 
comments may also be delivered by mail or submitted in-person to the Permit Center (Environmental Counter) 
in the Community Development Department located at the above referenced address, open 8:00am to 5:00pm, 
Monday through Thursday, open alternate Fridays. Comments must include in the subject line “Public Comment” 
and the record number. Comments must be pertinent to the agenda item and must not include personal remarks. 
All personal signatures, personal addresses, personal telephone numbers and personal email addresses must 
be omitted or will be redacted. Repetitive comments and/or duplicate copies of petitions and flyers are neither 
necessary nor helpful.  
     Comments that are submitted no later than 5:00pm on Wednesday the day before the Environmental 
Commission meeting will be included as a supplemental agenda item and will be posted on the City webpage no 
later than 5:00pm on Thursday the day of the meeting. A copy of the supplemental agenda item will be available 
at the back of the Commission room. Comments that are submitted in writing after 5:00pm on Wednesday the 
day before the Environmental Commission meeting will be filed with the public record. 
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TORRANCE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION AGENDA 

MAY 02, 2024 
REGULAR MEETING 

6:00 P.M. IN WEST ANNEX COMMISSION MEETING ROOM 
AT 3031 TORRANCE BL. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION MAY 

TAKE ACTION ON ANY ITEM LISTED ON THE AGENDA 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Commission members: Gunnar, Hill, Jendrucko, Love, Montoya, Seferian, and Chair Stecker 

 
2. FLAG SALUTE 
 

3. REPORT OF THE STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA 
The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Blvd. and on the City’s Website on 
Thursday, April 25, 2024. 

 
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 
5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited up to a 15-minute period) 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for comments on items on the Consent Calendar or not on the agenda. Under the 
Ralph M. Brown Act, the Commission cannot act on items raised during public comment but may respond briefly to 

http://www.torranceca.gov/Environmental-Quality-Commission-Agendas-Minutes
http://www.torranceca.gov/Environmental-Quality-Commission-Agendas-Minutes
mailto:EnvironmentalCommission@torranceca.gov
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statements made or questions posed; request clarification; or refer the item to staff. No longer than 1 minute per speaker.  
If presenting handout material to Commission, please provide 10 copies to staff before speaking. 

 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote. There 
will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed by a Commissioner from 
the Consent Calendar and considered separately. 
 

6A. Approve Commission Minutes: April 04, 2024 
 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
        
       7A. Review and Discuss the Climate Smart Awards Nominations 

        
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
9. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

10A. Adjournment of Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission 
Meeting to Thursday, June 6, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission 
Meeting Room. 
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April 4, 2024 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
& ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in 
a regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, 2024, in the West Annex Commission Meeting 
Room. 
 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Commissioners Jendrucko, Love, Montoya, Seferian, and  
Chair Stecker. 

Absent: Commissioners Gunnar and Hill. 

Also Present: Staff Liaison Nora Duncan, Community Development Director 
Ramirez, Planning Manager Gregg Lodan, Senior Code 
Enforcement Officer Luis Zelaya, and Code Enforcement Officer 
Robert Crawford. 

MOTION: Commissioner Montoya moved to excuse the absence of Commissioners 
Gunnar and Hill. Commissioner Love seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected a 4-0 approval 
(Commissioners Gunnar, Hill, and Seferian absent). 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE 

Commissioner Montoya led The Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. REPORT OF STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA 

Staff Liaison Duncan reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 
3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, March 29, 2024. 

 
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 

None. 
 
5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

A member of the public spoke. 
 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
6A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MARCH 7, 2024 

MOTION: Commissioner Love moved to approve the March 7, 2024, minutes. 
Commissioner Jendrucko seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected a 4-0 approval 
(Commissioners Gunnar, Hill, and Seferian absent). 

 
Commissioner Seferian joined the Commission at 6:06 p.m. 

  



 

Brittney Jenkins 2  Environmental Quality & Energy Conservation Commission 
Recording Secretary  April 4, 2024 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
7A. PRESENTATION: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, CODE 

ENFORCEMENT UNIT 

Community Development Director Ramirez stated in fiscal year 2022-2023, as part of the 
budget approval process, City Council approved the reorganization of the Community 
Development Department that included the addition of the Code Enforcement Unit as well as the 
adoption of the Administrative Citation Program. As part of the Code Enforcement Unit, code 
enforcement officers have the right to write citations under the Administrative Citation Program. 
Enforcement of the Torrance Municipal Code is vital to protect health, safety, and welfare. 

 
The goal of the Administrative Citation Program is to: 

1) Impose a non-judicial administrative fine for offenses of the Torrance Municipal Code, 
Ordinances, Permits, Entitlements, and City Agreements. 

2) Encourage prompt abatement or correction of prohibited conditions, uses, or activities 
in the city.  

3) Create deterrent against future violations of the Torrance Municipal Code. 
 
The Administrative Citation Remedy is not intended to replace any other remedy allowed 

within the Torrance Municipal Code or state law; it is intended to provide an alternative and / or 
additional means by which the Torrance Municipal Code may be enforced. 

 
A Compliance Order (Notice of Violation) is issued if the violation does not create an 

immediate danger to health and safety and require a reasonable amount of time to correct. There 
is no fine associated with the Compliance Order. If a violation has not been abated within the 
authorized correction period, the city may issue citations. The issued citation will notify the 
responsible party of availability to request an administrative hearing if they wish to appeal the 
citation. The hearing is conducted by a neutral third-party hearing officer at the expense of the 
city; costs related to the hearing process are offset through revenue received through the 
Administrative Citation Program. The Hearing Officer’s decision is final unless appealed to the 
Superior Court within (20) days of the decision. Examples of violations include overgrown 
vegetation, graffiti removal, and failure to obtain a sign permit. 

 
In response to Commissioner Montoya, Community Development Director Ramirez that 

information is not released to the public, but public records requests can be made with the name 
of the complainant redacted, or information can be requested through the judicial system. 
Anonymous complaints are not accepted due to a complainant needed if a case is brought to 
court.  

In response to Commissioner Love, Community Development Director Ramirez replied that 
complaints can be made through email, phone calls, or submitted in the Code Enforcement App. 

 
Senior Code Enforcement Officer Luis Zelaya and Code Enforcement Officer Robert 

Crawford shared their experiences and code enforcement processes. 
 
A member of the public spoke. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Seferian moved to accept and file Item 7A. Commissioner 

Jendrucko seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected a 5-0 approval (Commissioners Gunnar 
and Hill absent). 
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7B. DISCUSSION: DRAFT CITY OF TORRANCE BEAUTIFICATION AWARDS PROGRAM 

Staff Liaison Duncan presented the item which included the nomination process, 
qualifications, nomination deadlines, selection processes, and drafts were presented to the 
Commission. 

• November 2023, City Council directed the Community Development Department to 
develop the Beautification Awards Program; the intent of the program is to focus on the 
beautification of neighborhoods and honor property owners and residents for outstanding 
maintenance of their homes. 

• The city will accept nominations as submitted and staff will sort nominations and prepare 
materials for the Commission’s review; Commissioners will vote on finalists. 

 
Members of the Commission spoke. 
 
Planning Manager Lodan clarified that staff does not envision rolling out the Beautification 

Awards Program until 2025. 
 
A member of the public spoke. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Seferian moved to accept and file Item 7B. Commissioner Love 
seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected a 5-0 approval (Commissioners Gunnar and Hill 
absent). 
 
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None. 

 
9. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Commissioner Jendrucko announced that the city arborist gave an update on changes 
that may be happening along the Artesia Corridor. 

Chair Stecker requested an update regarding the Surfrider Foundation presentation. Staff 
Liaison Duncan replied that this is still being investigated. 

 
Chair Stecker requested an update on the status of the Climate Smart Award for Torrance 

Memorial. Staff Liaison Duncan stated that the recipient is attempting to coordinate a time to have 
a representative come to accept the award. He requested the status of current Climate Smart 
Award nominees. Staff Liaison Duncan stated that there are (5) nominees at this time. 

 
Chair Stecker stated that he’s been in contact with Honda North America and requested 

staff follow up to request a presentation on Honda’s sustainability projects. 
 
Planning Manager Lodan announced that Councilmember Mattucci will host an Earth Day 

Event on Saturday, April 27, 2024, at Wilson Park. Planning Manager Lodan suggested having 
an Environmental Quality & Energy Conservation table to promote the Climate Smart Awards and 
the Commission. Members of the Commission expressed interest. 
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10. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: At 7:22 p.m. Commissioner Jendrucko moved to adjourn the meeting to 
Thursday, May 2, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. Commissioner Seferian seconded the motion; a roll call vote 
reflected a 5-0 approval (Commissioners Gunnar and Hill absent). 

### 
 



                                                                                                                                                                             5/02/24 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

AGENDA ITEM 7A 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7A 
 
To:  Members of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission 
 
FROM: Neighborhood Services 

SUBJECT: Review and Discuss Torrance Climate Smart Awards 

 
For tonight’s meeting, staff will be providing the nominations for the 2024 Climate Smart Awards 

to the Commission.  The Torrance Climate Smart Award seeks to recognize residents, students, 

schools, businesses and organizations for their commitment to excellence in environmental 

stewardship and outstanding environmental achievements, in support of the Stewardship of the 

Environment Priority in the 2021 Strategic Plan. The Climate Smart awards and criteria are in 

the following categories:  

• CLIMATE SMART ENERGY: Outstanding achievements in clean energy, energy efficiency, 

demand reduction and reduced greenhouse gas emissions.  

• CLIMATE SMART WATER: Achievements in water conservation through implementation, 

planting and promotion of water conservation efforts.  

• CLIMATE SMART YOUTH: Torrance school aged youth, individuals, or groups, for outstanding 

leadership in climate change and building awareness and engagement of their peers, school 

and community.  

• CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITY: Individual members of the Torrance Community or a 

community group that provided outstanding support to the implementation and goals of the 

strategic plan pertaining to environmental stewardship.  

• CLIMATE SMART BUSINESS: Retail, commercial, industrial, and other businesses that 

demonstrate achievements in any areas of the award criteria or has received a recognized 

environmental certification, including but not limited to Clean Bay Restaurant or LEED. 

 The goal of the award is to highlight citizens, groups, businesses, and organizations in Torrance 

who demonstrate the importance of environmental stewardship. Attached are the nominations 

received to this date. All nominations received after the posting of the agenda will be provided to 

the Commission via Supplemental. 

Staff recommends that the Environmental Quality Commission discuss the Climate Smart Award 

nominees and vote on Climate Smart Awards nominees that meet voting criteria. 

Prepared by,      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Nora Duncan      Gregg Lodan 
Senior Environmental Quality Officer  Neighborhood Services Manager 
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