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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the City Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title II] 

Direct questions or concerns to the Commission Liaison at (310) 618-2380, or individual department head prior to submission 
to the Commission. Parties will be notified if the complaint will be included on a subsequent agenda. 

Security procedures: Members of the public will be directed enter the West Annex at the front of the building through the sliding 
door. All other entrances will remain locked for entry. Oversized bags or backpacks will not be allowed in the Council Chamber or 
Commission meeting room. All bags are subject to search. 

Any correspondence received after 2:00 p.m. on WEDNESDAY on any item on the agenda will be provided to the Commission 
electronically and available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office. A copy of the correspondence will be available for public 
inspection in a binder at the back of the Council Chamber or Commission Meeting room. 

TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION AGENDA 
MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING 
7:00 P.M. IN THE WEST ANNEX COMMISSION MEETING ROOM 

AT 3031 TORRANCE BL. 

THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION MAY TAKE ACTION ON ANY ITEM LISTED 
ON THE AGENDA 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
ROLL CALL: Commission members: Cabrera, Candioty, Carrasco, Duncan, Hsiao,
Klinenberg and Polcari

2. FLAG SALUTE
3. REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Bl. and on the City’s Website on
Thursday, August 14, 2025.

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL
ITEMS

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited to a 15-minute period)
This portion of the meeting is reserved for comments on items on the Consent Calendar or not on the agenda.
Under the Ralph M. Brown Act, the Commission cannot act on items raised during public comments but may
respond briefly to statements made or questions posed; request clarification; or refer the item to staff. No
longer than 1 minute per speaker. If presenting handout material to the Commission, please provide 10
copies to staff before speaking.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR
Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and
one vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be
removed by a Commissioner from the Consent Calendar and considered separately.

6A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: July 21, 2025
7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

7A. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – MOTION TO APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF
2025-2026 CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts 
Commission formally approves the appointment of the Chair and Vice Chair for 2025-
2026. 
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7B. BRAINSTORM PRODUCTIONS – UPDATES ON CURRENT ACTIVITIES AND 
FUTURE PLANS   
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission 
receive and file Brainstorm Productions updates. 

7C. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – DISCUSS AND DETERMINE COMMISSION 
DARK NIGHTS 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts 
Commission discuss the 2025 November and December meetings to declare which 
month shall be dark. 

7D. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – RECEIVE AND FILE CULTURAL 
SERVICES DIVISION UPDATES 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts 
Commission receive and file the Cultural Services activity updates. 

7E. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – APPROVE THE 2024-2025 CULTURAL 
ARTS COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission 
approve the 2024 Cultural Arts Commission Annual Report. 

7F. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission 
discuss and approve the Subcommittee’s recommendations for the October 
Excellence in Arts ceremony. 

7G. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – REVIEW AND DISCUSS UTILITY BOX 
SUBMISSIONS FOR PRESENTATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission 
review the artist submissions for the 2025-26 Utility Box Program and choose twelve 
for recommendation to City Council.  

8. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
9. ADJOURNMENT

9A. Adjournment of the Cultural Arts Commission Meeting to Monday, September 22,
2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Conference Room. 



1 

Sonia Delgado Cultural Arts Commission 
Minutes Secretary July 21, 2025 

July 21, 2025 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

1. CALL TO ORDER
The Cultural Arts Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,

July 21, 2025, in the West Annex Meeting Room, 3031 Torrance Boulevard. 

ROLL CALL 

Present:  Commissioners Cabrera, Carrasco, Duncan, Klinenberg Polcari 
and Hsiao 

Absent: Commissioner Candioty 

Also Present: Cultural Services Manager Monica Harte 

MOTION: Commissioner Klinenberg moved to excuse Commissioner Candioty’s 
absence for today’s meeting. Commissioner Polcari seconded the motion; a roll call vote 
reflected 6-0 approval (Commissioner Candioty absent).  

2. FLAG SALUTE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Polcari.

3. REPORT OF THE AIRPORT STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA
Cultural Services Manager Harte reported that the agenda was posted on Thursday, July

17, 2025. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL
ITEMS
None.

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
A member of the public spoke.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR

6A. APPROVE COMMISSION MINUTES: JUNE 16, 2025
MOTION: Commissioner Polcari moved to approve the minutes of June 16, 2025.

Commissioner Carrasco seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 6-0 approval 
(Commissioner Candioty absent). 



2 

Sonia Delgado Cultural Arts Commission 
Minutes Secretary July 21, 2025 

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

7A. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER – NOMINATE AND ELECT THE 2025-2026
CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
Cultural Services Manager Harte recommended the Commission nominate a Chair and

Vice Chair for the 2025-2026 term. 

Commissioner Hsaio was unanimously nominated as the Chair of the Cultural Arts 
Commission.  

Commissioner Polcari was unanimously nominated as the Vice Chair of the Cultural Arts 
Commission. 

*Commission did not make a motion to approve the appointments.

7B. CULTURAL ARTS MANAGER – RECEIVE AND FILE CULTURAL SERVICES 
DIVISION UPDATES  
Cultural Services Manager Harte presented the Cultural Services division updates: 

• The musical Something Rotten will open on August 9th and will run through August
17th.

• The event Tryst and Nomad was highly successful and has received requests to be
shared in other countries.

• Torrance Summer Nights have experienced high attendance levels this season.

MOTION:  Commissioner Cabrera moved to receive and file the Cultural Services 
activity updates. Commissioner Carrasco seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 6-0 
approval (Commissioner Candioty absent). 

7C. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER - RECEIVE AND FILE UPDATES ON PUBLIC 
ART – UTILITY BOX FOR THE TORRANCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Cultural Services Manager Harte presented updates for the proposed utility box design 

for the Torrance Historical Society.  

The Commissioners discussed the utility box and recommended replacing certain 
photos, adding color, and enhancing the images with a background.  
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7D. CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER - RECEIVE AND FILE UPDATES ON PUBLIC 
ART – UTILITY BOX DESIGNS FOR THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 

Cultural Services Manager Harte presented updates for the proposed utility box design 
for the Leadership Academy.  

The Mary K. Giordano Leadership Academy’s project was to develop utility box designs 
for all six districts. Members were divided into three groups, with each group assigned two 
districts to design a utility box for.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Carrasco moved to receive and file the updates on the proposed 
utility box design for the Leadership Academy. Commissioner Polcari seconded the motion; a roll call 
vote reflected 6-0 approval (Commissioner Candioty absent). 

8. COMMISSION ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
None.

9. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: At 7:58 p.m., Commissioner Klinenberg adjourned the meeting to Monday,

August 18, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, 3031 
Torrance Boulevard. Commissioner Carrasco seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 
6-0 approval (Commissioner Candioty absent).



For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO: 

FROM: 

CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 

SUBJECT: MOTION TO APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF 2025-2026 CHAIR AND VICE 
CHAIR OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission formally 
approve the appointment of the Chair and Vice Chair for 2025-2026. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager 

7A 



For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO:   CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

FROM:  MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 

SUBJECT: BRAINSTORM PRODUCTIONS CURRENT ACTIVITIES AND FUTURE PLANS 

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission receive 
and file updates from Brainstorm Productions staff. 

Brainstorm Productions was established through the efforts of the Center for Learning Unlimited 
(CLU) - Educating the Complex Child, with the aim of providing neurodiverse adult clients with 
essential skills in digital arts, workplace readiness, and professional development required 
for entry-level positions in the Animation/Visual Arts Industry. 

Brainstorm Productions has a clear mission: to serve as a connection between 
educational enrollment and paid employment opportunities with third-party organizations, 
including Disney, Netflix, Electronic Arts, and various other large and small entities. The 
company offers paid job opportunities for individuals holding CLU animation diplomas. It 
operates as a comprehensive service provider, employing alumni for contract assignments 
and original creative development projects. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager 



For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO:  CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 

SUBJECT:   DISCUSS AND DETERMINE COMMISSION DARK NIGHTS 

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission discuss 
the 2025 November and December meetings to declare which month shall be dark. 

Traditionally, the Cultural Arts Commission schedules their December meeting as a Dark Night 
and adjourn to January. Cultural Arts meetings typically try to avoid or reschedule meetings 
appropriately to avoid the November or December holidays. Seeking further direction, staff look 
to the Commission regarding potential adjustment to the Commission Dark Night selection. 

If the Commission decides to opt for a dark night on November 17, 2025, the regularly 
scheduled Cultural Arts Commission meeting for October 20,2025, will motion to adjourn to 
December 22, 2025. If the Commission decides to opt for a dark night on December 22, 2025, 
the regularly scheduled Cultural Arts Commission meeting for November 17,2025, will motion to 
adjourn to January 26, 2026, as January 19, 2026, is a holiday.  

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________  
 Monica Harte 
 Cultural Services Manager 

7C 
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For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO:   CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 
FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 
SUBJECT: DIVISION UPDATES 
Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission receive 
and file Cultural Services Division updates. 

• Torrance Theatre Company (TTC) opened with Something Rotten August 9, 2025, at the
James R. Armstrong Theatre, and received three rave reviews for the opening weekend.

• The Torrance Art Museum (TAM) August 23, 2025, Opening features SUR: biennial in the
main gallery. The Opening is at 6:00 pm. and includes three low riders provided by the
Low rider Alliance on display at the entrance of the Torrance Art Museum, 3320
Civic Center Drive. Max Presneill, the Museum’s Director, curated this exhibition. The
exhibition runs through September 27, 2025, every Tuesday through Saturday from
11:00 am. to 5:00 pm.

• The City Academy of the Arts – Torrance rebranding has launched with the Fall Session
of City classes and workshops. Private Lessons have proven popular in the soft launch,
and we anticipate an increase in registrants as the Fall Session progresses.

• Torrance Summer Nights has two concerts left: Sangre Nueva August 23, 2025, and
Petty Theft August 30, 2025. These are exceptional and popular bands, some arrive early
to get your seat. ABBA LA had more than 4,000 people attending.

Respectfully submitted, 

Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager 

Attachment: 1) Torrance Theatre Company - Something Rotten Reviews 
2) Torrance Art Museum – SUR: biennial
3) City Academy of the Arts – Torrance – Official Launch
4) Torrance Summer Nights – Sangre Nueva and Petty Theft



Book By Karey Kirkpatrick and John O'Farrell
Music and Lyrics by Wayne Kirkpatrick and Karey Kirkpatrick

Conceived by Karey Kirkpatrick and Wayne Kirkpatrick
Directed by Cary Jordahl - Choreographed by Sjaan Trowbridge - Music and Vocal Direction by Bradley Hampton

COMPANY

TORRANCE
THEATRE 

B R I D G I N G  T H E A T R E  A N D  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

TICKETS STARTING AT $25! BUY NOW!
JAMES ARMSTRONG THEATRE - 3330 CIVIC CENTER DR. - TORRANCE, 90503

AUGUST 9-17, 2025

A program of the Cultural Services Division of the Torrance
Community Services Department. www.TorranceCA.Gov

Sponsored in part by Friends of TTC

SINGING AND TAPPING OUR WAY FROM THE RENAISSANCE TO THE NEW WORLD!

www.TorranceTheatreCompany.com

ATTACHMENT 1

https://torr-internet.choicecrm.net/dist/#/events/productions.TTC


https://stagescenela.com/2025/08/something-rotten-4/

https://fanboynation.com/something-rotten-is-ripe-for-
the-picking-at-torrance-theatre-company-review/

Shared on Torrance Theatre Company’s 
FaceBook Page

ATTACHMENT 1B

https://stagescenela.com/2025/08/something-rotten-4/
https://fanboynation.com/something-rotten-is-ripe-for-the-picking-at-torrance-theatre-company-review/
https://fanboynation.com/something-rotten-is-ripe-for-the-picking-at-torrance-theatre-company-review/


SUR biennia 
Opening Saturday 
August 23, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

August 23 to September 27 
Founded in 2011, SUR: biennial presents independently curated exhibitions featuring recent 
and newly commissioned works by local and international artists influenced by the cultures 
and artistic traditions of Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 

Participating Artists: chris velez, Elena Manero, Jesus Max, Low rider Alliance, 
Miguel Rodriguez Sepulveda, Priscilla Mondo 

Gallery Two: Affective Territories, Alternate Belongings 
This exhibition presents video and multimedia works from national and international artists 
that explore technology as a means of transcending the body, blurring boundaries between 
virtual and physical worlds to imagine new forms of belonging. Curated and organized by 
Gioj De Marco and Elizabeth Withstandley of Prospect Art. 

Dark Room: Backstreet to the American Dream, film by Patricia Nazario 

TAI� 
OPIRATING NOUIIS1 Tues.• Sat. 1b,n,, • Sp.m. 

3120 Civic C•nter Drive. Torrance, CA 90$03 

www.TomrnceArtMuseum.com T: (310) 61&-6388 

TORRANCE ART MUSEUM Alway, fREE I Hou,. and programs subject to change 

Torrance Art Museum 15 the premle�5pace to View 
contemporary art ln the South B;oy, lti• a pro�rnm 
of tile Cultural Services Division of the Community 
S•rvlccs Department. Creating and enriching com 
munlty through JM!OP1", program• and partn.,.shlps. 

ATTACHMENT 2



ADD TO YOUR FAST TRACK TODAY!ADD TO YOUR FAST TRACK TODAY!

REGISTRATION IS OPEN REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

FROM ACTING TO MANGA!

– AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!

FROM ACTING TO MANGA!
– AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!

PRIVATE LESSONS 
NOW AVAILABLE! 
FIND THE “GET MATCHED” 
TOOL WHEN YOU LOG IN

TORRANCE.REC.US

PRIVATE LESSONS 
NOW AVAILABLE! 
FIND THE “GET MATCHED” 
TOOL WHEN YOU LOG IN
TORRANCE.REC.US

ATTACHMENT 3



SANGRE NUEVA
Salsa Band

Sangre Nueva is one of the hottest and most
energetic salsa bands in Southern California
The members of this young and talented band
redefine the new look and feel of Latin music
entertainment with their energy and love for
Latin music. With their versatility of musical
styles, they perform salsa music as well as
merengue, bachata, cumbia, and Latin Pop
among others.

SUMMER
NIGHTS
TORRANCE

2025

PRESENTING SPONSOR

A program of the Torrance Community Services Department - Cultural Services Division
"Creating and Enriching Community through People, Programs and Partnerships"

For more information:
www.TorranceCA.Gov/SummerNights

ATTACHMENT 4A



Since 2003, Petty Theft has entertained
crowds throughout Southern California and
Nevada with the music of Tom Petty & the
Heartbreakers.  With a passion for his music
and a deep respect for the band, Petty Theft
puts on a show second to none. After Tom's
untimely passing on October 2, 2017, our lead
singer put away the blonde wig to keep the
focus on the songs. Because when you get
right down to it, it's ALL ABOUT THE MUSIC! 
Petty Theft keeps the music alive.

PETTY THEFT
Tom Petty Tribute Band

SUMMER
NIGHTS
TORRANCE

2025

PRESENTING SPONSOR

A program of the Torrance Community Services Department - Cultural Services Division
"Creating and Enriching Community through People, Programs and Partnerships"

For more information:
www.TorranceCA.Gov/SummerNights

ATTACHMENT 4B



For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO:  CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 

SUBJECT:   2024-2025 CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission 
approve the 2024 Cultural Arts Commission Annual Report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________  
 Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager 

7E 

Attachment: 1) Cultural Arts Commission Annual Report 



ATTACHMENT 1 

City of Torrance 
CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

ANNUAL REPORT 

for July 2024 to June 2025 

Chairperson: Lynda Kraemer 
Vice-Chairperson: Steven Hsiao 
Commissioners: 

Andres Cabrera 
Lynda Kraemer 

Keila Carrasco 
Randy Klinenberg 

Sacha Duncan 
Michelle Polcari 

Steven Hsiao 

The Cultural Arts Commission completed the year with discussions on various programs and 
projects. Here is a summary of their meetings and activities: 

Public Events: 

Cultural Arts Commissioners have actively participated in and attended many events this year. 
At the Commission meetings there are regularly positive comments about attending exhibition 
openings at the Torrance Art Museum, theatre performances at the Torrance Theatre Company 
in downtown Torrance and at the Armstrong Theatre, Bunka-Sai, the Annual Cherry Blossom 
Festival held at Columbia Park in March, and Officials Night for the Torrance Rose Float 
Association. 

Standing Committees: 

The Cultural Arts Commission has the following standing committees: Excellence in Arts and 
Facilities. 

The Excellence in Arts Committee was comprised of Commissioners Carrasco, Klinenberg 
and Polcari. The Excellence in Arts awards are given to individuals, organizations, or 
businesses who make outstanding contributions to the arts in Torrance. 

The Facilities Committee was not required during the year 2024-2025. 

Highlights: 

• The Commission reviewed the marketing and outreach for the Public Art Pilot Program for
art wrapped traffic Control and Utility boxes throughout the City of Torrance. The Cultural
Arts Commission received and provided input on the following elements of a pilot program:

o The scope of online outreach to artists
o Recommended broader reach to include all South Bay artists.
o Approved expansion of the geographical reach for Artist submissions for all Southern

California Counties.



• The Commission reviewed the Mural Policy and made recommendations for the City
Council to consider.

• The Commission hosted the 46th annual Excellence in Arts Awards on Sunday, October 27,
2024. Recipients were recognized for their outstanding contributions to the arts in Torrance.
Receiving awards were Garry and Julie Lawrence for Music; Ilona Glinarsky for Dance;
Caroline Cheng for Visual Arts & Design; Daniel Scipio for Drama and Theatre Arts; Ed
Trimis for Tom Rische Arts & Education; Ruth Stevens for Literary Arts; KaMiko
Adams for Emerging Artist, Diane Reeves for the Golden Circle Award, and Kirk
Rossberg for the Katy Geissert Award.

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynda Kraemer, Chairperson 
Cultural Arts Commission 

Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager 

CONCUR
 



For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO: CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

FROM: MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 

SUBJECT:      EXCELLENCE IN ARTS AWARDS  

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission 
discuss and approve the Subcommittee’s recommendations for the October Excellence in 
Arts ceremony. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

__________________________ 
Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager  

7F 



For Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2025 

TO:   CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

FROM:  MONICA HARTE, CULTURAL SERVICES MANAGER 

SUBJECT: UTILITY BOX SUBMISSIONS FOR PRESENTATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

Recommendation of the Cultural Services Manager that the Cultural Arts Commission review the 
artist submissions for the 2025-2026 Utility Box Program and choose twelve for recommendation 
to City Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Monica Harte 
Cultural Services Manager 

Attachment: 1) All Entries 
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